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The Blue Sweater: Bridging the Gap Between Rich 
and Poor in an Interconnected World, by Jacqueline 
Novogratz. New York: Rodale, 2009. ISBN 9781594869150.
Reviewed by Brad Doerksen, Library Director, Briercrest College 
and Seminary, Caronport, SK, Canada
How can those in the wealthy industrialized world provide 
effective and sustainable assistance to those in the developing 
world? This is the question that Jacqueline Novogratz seeks 
to answer in The Blue Sweater. She does so in the form 
of autobiography. However, while her own story makes for 
an engaging narrative that keeps the reader interested and 
turning pages, it’s much more than just an account of her 
life and adventures, primarily in Africa. She uses her story 
of failures and successes to illustrate her argument for how 
the developed world can and should offer respectful and 
sustainable help to those in the developing world. Rather 
than continue with traditional models of foreign aid, she 
argues for what she terms “patient capital,” which can take 
a number of forms including microfinance and grants/loans 
to “social entrepreneurs.” Along the way the reader meets 
some amazing and resilient people, culture shock, poisonings, 
failed foreign aid projects, the Rwandan genocide, and 
whole villages transformed through simple projects based 
not on handouts, but “patient capital” and market forces.
The book deals with issues from a big picture perspective and 
is written by someone who runs a large and relatively well 
funded philanthropic organization, so the reader shouldn’t 
expect a how-to guide of small and simple hands-on ideas 
that the average North American can do at home to make 
a difference around the globe. The book will be helpful to 
those wrestling through questions of policy for foreign aid and 
philanthropy or writing papers on the topic of socio-economic 
justice. It will also be helpful to general readers looking for a 
book to challenge their thinking about these topics.
Proclaiming God’s Stories: How to Preach Old 
Testament Historical Narratives, by Joe Linares. 
Greenville, N.C.: Bob Jones University Press, 2009. 184 pp. 
ISBN 9781591669265.
Reviewed by Felipe E. Tan, Cataloging Librarian, James White 
Library, Andrews University, Berrien Springs, MI
Though one can find many books on preaching in the 
book market, Proclaiming God’s Stories is an important 
and significant addition. This well-researched volume fills 
the need for “a balanced method for preaching historical 
narrative that addresses both the hermeneutical and 
homiletical components” (p.4) of the biblical text.
Proclaiming God’s Stories is a published version of the author’s 
dissertation, “A Methodology for Preaching Old Testament 
Narrative” (2000). The author, Joe Linares, is pastor of 
Fellowship Baptist Church, and adjunct professor at Bob 
Jones University Seminary.
This book has eight chapters. The first chapter states the 
need for a methodology for preaching biblical narratives 
and includes a review of related literature. The literature 
review (p. 7-25) is a rich source for reference librarians. It 
provides an interesting discussion of homiletical literature 
from the 1980s with emphasis to the relationship between 
exegesis and exposition and to narrative preaching. Chapters 
2-6 discuss the Old Testament historical narratives – its 
prominence in the Old Testament, authorial structure, use 
of plot, use of scene, etc. These five chapters are a trove of 
information on narrative biblical literature. Chapter 7 and 8 
presents and demonstrates the methodology for preaching 
Old Testament historical narrative. The last two chapters 
cover 97 pages which is nearly half of the whole volume.
The discussion on Old Testament historical narrative is 
comprehensive and substantial. Yet the author was able to 
interrelate the elements and other details of the historical 
narrative together and present them in a readable style.  The 
smooth flow of thought from one chapter to the next is 
evident. Examples from biblical narratives helped illustrate the 
author’s ideas. A reader acquainted with the Bible should brace 
to be surprised by the unexpected ways the author discussed 
familiar narratives. For example, in discussing “narrated time” 
in use of stylistic devices, the author explained that the focus 
of the story in 2 Samuel 11 should on King David and Uriah 
rather than on David and Bathsheba. (p.79-80)
One reason for the appeal of this book is that the author 
clearly stated his hermeneutical presupposition: historical-
grammatical method of interpretation with an eye on its 
theological significance. (p. 6) All over the book, the reader 
can sense the author’s respect and commitment to the divine 
inspiration and mission of the Bible.
In Proclaiming God’s Stories, the author has not only succeeded 
in presenting a balanced methodology for preaching historical 
narrative. He has also produced a faith-building publication. 
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I highly recommend this book to undergraduate, academic 
and seminary libraries.
On	 Creation:	 Religion	 &	 Science	 in	 Dialogue, by 
Walter Klaiber. Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, c2010. 178 
pp. $35.00. ISBN-13: 978-0-687-46687-0.  
Reviewed by Noelle C. Keller, Technical Services Librarian, 
Shipman Library, Adrian College, Adrian, MI
Walter Klaiber is a retired bishop of the German Central 
Conference of The United Methodist Church. On Creation: 
Religion and Science in Dialogue is his exploration of the 
secular, philosophical, religious, and scientific with reference 
to Genesis 1-11. In his discussion on creation, he proposes 
that faith and scientific thought can find common ground.
The book is organized in five sections. Section One address 
the “Creation and Fall” (Genesis 1:1-3:24). Section Two 
reviews the subject of “Power and History” (Genesis 4:1-
6:4) covers the account of Cain and Abel and the period 
from Adam to Noah. Section Three addresses the theme of 
“Law and Grace” (Genesis 6:5-9:17) in examining the flood. 
Section Four, “Variety and Confusion – The Expansion” 
(Genesis 9:18-11:26) follows the post-flood period through 
the Tower of Babel. The final section offers Klaiber’s 
conclusions regarding the Genesis account of creation and 
its relevance both currently and historically.
This text originally published in German is appropriate 
for the graduate student or determined student of Genesis 
criticism and interpretation regarding creation. The endnotes 
and bibliography reference primarily German works. Other 
works such as: Lee Strobel’s Case for a Creator and Chuck 
Colson’s Science and Evolution present more readable works 
for the layperson interested in exploring how science and 
faith can be reconciled in examining the subject of creation. 
The Toddler Book: How to Enjoy Your Growing Child, 
by Rachel Waddilove. Oxford, England: Lion Hudson, 2008. 
192 pp. ISBN 978-0-8254-6274-0.
Reviewed by Kent T. K. Gerber, Digital Library Manager, Bethel 
University, St. Paul, MN
Many years spent caring for children professionally and as 
a mother saturate the pages of The Toddler Book resulting 
in a practical and thoughtful primer on parenting toddlers. 
Waddilove has 40 years of childcare experience including 
time as a nanny, mother, grandmother and maternity nurse 
which requires a National Nursery Board Diploma. (this fact 
is for US readers who may not understand the maternity 
nurse concept). She also consulted with Dr. Hazel Curtis to 
include the oversight of a pediatrician.
Parents will recognize, or soon recognize, the many issues 
and situations that are raised in this book spanning from 
the general condition of family life in the 21st century to 
helping a toddler use the potty. Her philosophy includes 
consistent and caring discipline and encourages parents to 
appreciate and take joy in their children. 
The book is organized into chapters pertaining to all the 
major issues in a toddler’s life covering societal conditions, 
behavior, sleep, eating, potty training, play, development, 
general care, illnesses, having another baby, building strong 
family life, and spiritual and emotional needs. Also included 
are helpful additions throughout the book such as a recipe 
for play dough and a sample routine chart for a toddler’s day. 
It is an excellent book for new parents of toddlers and provides 
a source of ideas for parenting with joy and consistency. 
Readers who want more details, especially of a medical nature, 
will need to consult other books but this is a strong foundation 
with which to understand and care for your toddler.
Baptists in Israel: The Letters of Paul and Marjorie 
Rowden, 1952-1957, by Rebecca Rowden. Nashville: Fields 
Publishing, Inc., 2010. 424 p. ISBN 978-1-57843-075-8.
Reviewed by W. Terry Martin, Director of Library and Professor of 
Library Services, Louisiana College, Pineville, LA
Baptists in Israel: The Letters of Paul and Marjorie Rowden, 
1952-1957 arrives just in time for the 100th anniversary of 
Baptists in Palestine/Israel. A ministry that in 1920 became 
a part of the Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention (now the International Mission Board, SBC). 
The author and her family spent the years 1952-1957 as 
missionaries of the Southern Baptist Convention serving 
in several towns including Haifa and Nazareth. The letters 
included in this volume tell of the experiences the family 
had during those years. The years 1952-1957 was a time in 
which the newly formed country of Israel was defining itself 
as a nation and defending its right to be a sovereign country. 
The story of the Paul and Marjorie Rowden’s ministry and 
family is told through selected letters they wrote to family 
and research done by their oldest child Rebecca. The letters 
reveal the joys and heartaches the family experienced as they 
left their home in Georgia, and began a ministry in Israel. 
They tell of Hebrew lessons, new friends, war, daily life and 
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death. Added to the details in their letters is the background 
research done by the author to explain the historical setting 
in which the Rowdens lived and worked. The book is 
obviously a project produced by the love of a daughter 
for her parents and a desire to make known the story of 
work done by many others. The book is well written and 
documented for historical accuracy.
This book is not just another chapter in the on-going work 
of Southern Baptists in Israel, but it is also the story of many 
individuals beyond the Rowden family including other 
Christian missionaries, Jews, and Arabs. Individuals reading 
this book should be inspired by the faith of these missionaries 
working in the new country of Israel. I recommend it for 
personal, church, school, and academic libraries.
This reviewer must acknowledge that because of personal 
connections with the author of this book, we were members 
of the same college graduation class, her sister, and several 
former missionaries to Israel, Jordan, and the Gaza Strip the 
reading of this book became extremely personal. Even if 
I had been first introduced to the people in this book by 
having read it I know, without a doubt, it is still a work 
worthy reading. It is a story of what ordinary people can 
accomplish when they follow God’s will in their lives.
Your Mind at its Best: 40 Ways to Keep Your Brain 
Sharp, by David B. Biebel, DMin, James E. Dill, M.D., and 
Bobbie Dill, R.N. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Revell, 2011. 
233 pp. ISBN 978-0-8007-3292-9.
Reviewed by Sallie J. Alger, Head of Bibliographic Services, James 
White Library, Andrews University, Berrien Springs, MI
Do you sense that your brain isn’t quite as sharp as it used to 
be? Would you like to find out about some unusual factors 
that could be affecting your brain physiologically, as well as 
cognitively? Then this is the book for you!
Written by a team of Christian writers who spent many, 
many hours doing scientific research on the subject of 
brain function, these authors share 40 ways to improve and 
strengthen brain health.
Some of these include the following somewhat standard ideas:
• Alter	Your	Brain	with	Prayer	and	Meditation
• It	has	become	an	undisputed	fact	that	prayer	and
meditation actually alter the brain in ways that
promote physical, emotional, cognitive and relational
health.
• Ask:	Is	It	Alzheimer’s,	Aging,	or	Stress?
• Most	people	have	memory	lapses	from	time	to	time,	
but it is important to recognize the difference between
forgetfulness and dementia or Alzheimer’s and what
can be done to modify one’s lifestyle to help prevent
these serious conditions.
• Become	a	Lifelong	Learner
• Even	if	you	have	allowed	your	brain	to	“become
something of a couch potato,” it is never too late to
learn something new. An active brain is a healthier
brain!
• Discover	Something
• Our	brains	grow	new	neurons	in	response	to	mental
stimulation, but we also need some “down time” to
experience those “eureka” moments.
• Go	to	Church
• Research	indicates	that	attending	church	can	slow
cognitive decline in the healthy, as well as in those who
already have Alzheimer’s.
• Memorize
• As	we	use	our	brains	they	are	constantly	being	“tuned
up” so it is important not to remain stagnant, but to
challenge ourselves in many different ways each day.
• Stay	Focused,	etc.
• Research	shows	that,	with	training,	the	aging	brain
can regain much of the ability to study and retain
information almost as well younger adults.
While based on scientific research it is a quick read – with 
many short anecdotes to illustrate the authors’ points. I 
would recommend this book for any college or university 
library, especially for general, or recreational reading areas.
Between	 Allah	 &	 Jesus:	 what	 Christian	 can	 learn	
from Muslims by Peter Kreeft. Downers Grove, Illinois: 
InterVarsity Press. 2010. 188 pp. $16.00 9780830837465.
Reviewed by Barbara Thomas, Public Services Librarian, Graduate 
Institute of Applied Linguistics, Dallas, TX
Kreeft has a very helpful introduction in which he sets the 
stage for his approach to Christian – Muslim dialogue. It 
is helpful because he dispenses with boxed-in stereotypes 
delivered to us gratuitously by both American conservatives 
of the Muslim terrorist, and by American liberals of the 
intolerant Christian. Rather, Kreeft describes two Islams and 
two Christianities. Drawn on a graph bisected by two lines, 
each would comprise one quadrant. One could plot oneself 
along the Worldly-focused / God-focused continuum and as 
either a Muslim or a Christian. The first Islam he describes 
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as the Islam of the Qur’an, a religion of peace and of divine 
justice. The second Islam is Islam of terrorists, murderers and 
assassins even of other Muslims. The first Christianity he 
describes is a Christianity of the New Testament. The second 
Christianity is that of accommodation to secular humanism. 
In this work, Kreeft demonstrates that there is a moral war we 
are fighting in which N. T. Christians have much common 
ground with Qur’anic Muslims. What Christians need to 
hone is strength of will, a spiritual toughness as part of our 
Christian character. When one has moral convictions, one has 
spiritual power in one’s soul. “Great saints are never wimps!” 
he says. Too often we separate power and love, which are 
combined in the person of Jesus. In doing so, Kreeft writes, 
we have reduced “loving to liking, charity to chumminess, 
compassion to passion, passion to politeness, faith to felling, 
revealed theology to pop psychology, commandments to 
values, the Church Militant to the Church Mumbling, and 
the kingdom of God to Mister Roger’s Neighborhood.”
This book is excellent for Christians desiring an earnest 
dialogue with truth-seeking Muslims. It would also serve as 
a great small-group discussion series to examine the strength 
of our daily walk as a witness to our Lord.
Life Lessons From a Horse Whisperer by Lew Sterrett 
(with Bob Smietana). Grand Rapids, MI: Monarch Books, 
2010.
Reviewed by Lisa Hayes, Off-Campus Library Services Librarian, 
Indiana Wesleyan University, West Chester, OH
Grab a cup of coffee and put your boots up on a hay bale! 
Storyteller Lew Sterrett is in the barn and ready to teach 
and entertain! Life Lessons From a Horse Whisperer is more of a 
conversation than a book. Written in an easy, “talky” style, it 
does suffer from both grammatical and a few (minor) factual 
errors (i.e., The Beatles played in Hamburg in the early days, 
not Berlin), but these errors do not seriously detract from 
the points Sterrett sets out to make.
Beginning with his childhood infatuation with horses in 
general, and with the 4-H mounted drill team in particular, 
Sterrett tells the story of his life with horses. Horses led 
him to Penn State where he became a competitive trainer 
for would-be show horses. Horses led him to a job at a 
summer camp cum ranch in Pennsylvania. Horses led him 
into marriage and into business. Ultimately, horses were the 
steel that sharpened his faith in the Lord.
Sterrett’s lessons in building trust, in leadership and in 
management are nearly all illustrated with horse stories. Today 
he runs “Sermon on the Mount” a horse ministry to families. 
While the primary audience for this book are the people who 
attend his “Sermon on the Mount” presentations, his stories 
are of use to managers, parents or foster parents of troubled 
children and teens, and to business people. The book is of 
more value to the general reading collections of Christian 
undergraduate libraries than to the business school and will 
probably circulate best in Church or public libraries. If Dr. 
Sterrett does in fact reach at least 50,000 people a year with 
his testimony as the accompanying literature claims, then 
surely a few horse lovers in any setting will enjoy this book.
Handel’s Messiah: Comfort for God’s People, by 
Calvin R. Stapert. Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company, 2010. 173pp. $15.00. ISBN-13: 978-
0-8028-6587-8. ISBN-10: 0-8028-6587-9.
Reviewed by Noelle C. Keller, Technical Services Librarian, 
Shipman Library, Adrian College, Adrian, MI
If at Christmas or Easter you annually listen to and/or 
participate in Handel’s Messiah and/or the Halleluiah Chorus, 
then Calvin Stapert’s book on the subject is for you. Even 
the subtitle is appealing to the faithful who love this piece of 
music – “Comfort for God’s People”.
Stapert is a retired professor emeritus of music from Calvin 
College where he taught for thirty-eight years. This volume 
is one in the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship Liturgical 
Studies series. His other works include: the “History Makers” 
illustrated biography of J.S. Bach, a study on the music of 
Bach, My Only Comfort, and A New Song for an Old World: 
Musical Thought in the Early Church.
This informative study of Handel’s Messiah provides historical 
background, discussion of its conception, its reception, and 
impact over time. In the preface, Stapert identifies a ‘modest 
goal’…”to supply some information, explanation, and 
interpretation that might enhance appreciation of Messiah.” 
(p. xii) He goes on to elaborate by “appreciate” he means to 
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help readers properly value the significance and worth of 
the work not merely “like” or “enjoy” it. By understanding 
the context and significance of Handel and his oratorio, he 
aspires to increase the pleasure of the listener.
The book provides three histories of the oratorio and 
the composer up to the Messiah and the immediate and 
posthumous reception of the work. This section provides 
historical context.
The next section of the book addresses the purpose of the 
Messiah from entertainment to liturgy. The bulk of the text 
is then devoted to musical and theological commentary on 
each scene of the score.
The book makes you want to return to the Messiah and listen 
again with added appreciation both in terms of enjoyment 
and valuation of the work and its significance. I would highly 
recommend this book to anyone who enjoys the Messiah. It 
is approachable with its illustrations and glossary of musical 
terminology yet scholarly for the informed academic student 
of music, Handel, and/or the Messiah.
Learning from the Stranger: Christian Faith and 
Cultural Diversity, by David I. Smith. Grand Rapids, 
Mich: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2009. 184 pp. $20.00 paperback. 
ISBN 978-0-8028-2463-9.
Reviewed by Joshua M. Avery, Head Librarian, R.G. Flexon 
Memorial Library, God’s Bible School and College, Cincinnati, OH
In Learning from the Stranger: Christian Faith and Cultural 
Diversity, David I. Smith, director of the Kuyers Institute 
and associate professor of German at Calvin College, issues 
a call for Christians to engage in learning how to deal with 
the cultural and linguistic differences of which our planet is 
composed. Drawing from the encounter between Abraham 
and Abimelek, the parable of the good Samaritan and the 
Pentecost narrative, Smith insists that learning from and 
about other cultures increases our ability to know and love 
ourselves and, in turn, God.
Smith understands that Christ’s call to radical love for one’s 
neighbor must be rooted in local expectations. He insists 
that grace and truth should not be divorced from cultural 
time and space as they are the medium in which humans 
“become able to apprehend and respond to the good, the 
true, and the beautiful.” He maintains that to “strip away all 
the cultural particularities” of which our lives are made would 
leave us little more than “bare sensation” (p. 49). Rejecting 
both modern and postmodern approaches towards cultural 
formation as overly negative Smith suggests that St. Augustine 
offers a middle way, one of thankfulness for the process of 
cultural formation. Smith is not advocating cultural blindness 
in which we “project innocence” (p. 55) onto other cultures. 
Rather he commends vigorous and sustained engagement 
with other peoples through which we can learn and exercise 
the virtues of humility, hospitality and hearing. 
Students and teachers of cultural diversity, world languages 
and missiology will find much to enjoy in this well written 
volume that is especially suitable undergraduate and general 
readers. Readers may also benefit from a free study guide 
for the text available on the website of the Kuyers Institute.
Methodist and Pietist: Retrieving the Evangelical 
United Brethren Tradition, edited by J. Steven O’Malley 
and Jason E. Vickers. Nashville, TN: Kingswood Books, 2011. 
289 pp. $46.00. ISBN 978-1-4267-1435-1.
Reviewed by Lori B. Snyder, Resource Management Librarian – 
Acquisitions, Liberty University, Lynchburg, VA
Methodist and Pietist: Retrieving the Evangelical United Brethren 
Tradition serves as a valuable resource for instructors of 
rising and existing clergy in the United Methodist Church 
regarding the denomination’s history, doctrine, and polity. In 
1968, the Evangelical United Brethren Church (EUB) was 
absorbed into the Methodist Church to create the United 
Methodist Church (UMC). Prior to this merger the EUB 
had been a denomination with strong Pietist roots through 
its original beginning as the Church of the United Brethren 
in Christ and its later amalgamation with the Evangelistic 
Association to form the EUB in 1946.  
Editors O’Malley, the John T. Seamands Professor of Religious 
Studies at North Central College, and Vickers, Associate 
Professor of Theology and Wesleyan Studies and the Director 
of the Center for EUB Heritage at United Theological 
Seminary, drew upon the resources of both former EUB 
members and former Methodist members to create this 
compilation. The book is broken into three sections: history, 
doctrine and theology, and polity and practices. 
In the history section, various authors examine the 
development of the Pietist movement, both in Europe and 
the United States, and subsequently, the rise and progression 
of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ (UB) and 
the Evangelical Association (EA) in the United States. Brief 
mention is also made of the Methodist Episcopal Church and 
its relationship to the respective church movements of the 
UB and the EA. Doctrine and theology, the second section, 
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highlights the theological and doctrinal development of 
Pietism, the UB, and the EA. In addition, one chapter in 
this section makes a comparison of the EUB Confession of 
Faith and the Methodist Articles of Religion, emphasizing 
the distinct points in the EUB Confession of Faith that, in 
the author’s opinion, contribute important theological and 
doctrinal points to the United Methodist Church today. 
The final section, polity and practices, examines the general 
governance and organization of the three denominations 
that eventually formed the UMC as well as their practices 
for ordination, the sacraments, holiness, and missions. The 
final chapter of this section considers the role of women in 
the Pietist movement. 
This work is recommended for academic and seminary 
libraries offering programs of study in church history and 
particularly in those institutions where United Methodist 
clergy are trained. In addition, United Methodist clergy may 
find Methodist and Pietist: Retrieving the Evangelical United 
Brethren Tradition to be a worthy addition to their personal 
libraries. One caution regarding this particular work is that no 
scholars from the Church of the United Brethren in Christ 
were included as contributors. In fact, this work implies that 
the Church of the United Brethren in Christ ceased to exist 
in 1946 when the Evangelical United Brethren Church was 
formed. In actuality; however, a contingent of UB clergy and 
members did not join with the EA and the Church of the 
United Brethren in Christ continues to exist as a separate 
denomination today. Their voices would be a useful addition 
to this work.
The History of the Catholic Church in Latin America: 
From Conquest to Revolution and Beyond, by John 
Frederick Schwaller. New York, NY: New York University 
Press 2011. 319 pp. $35.00. ISBN 987-0-8147-4003-3.
Reviewed by Kathleen Kempa, Distance and Electronic Services 
Librarian, Steelman Library, Southeastern University, Lakeland, FL
John Schwaller commented in the acknowledgments that 
neither he nor his editor anticipated that the production of 
this book would have taken as long as it did. Considering 
the scope of this work, it seems more surprising that one 
person, alone, would have compiled and synthesized this 
comprehensive and concise history. Mr. Schwaller describes 
the 500 year political and cultural history of the southern 
half of the American continent, with an emphasis on the 
activities of the Catholic Church. 
Argentina, Mexico, Chile, Peru, Bolivia, Columbia, Venezuela, 
Brazil, Ecuador, and the countries of Central America: 
Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica; 
the countries settled by the Spanish and the Portuguese 
are the countries being studied. Mr. Schwaller organized 
the material chronologically in thematically cohesive time 
groupings. This presentation has the advantage of his being 
able to show correlations and dissimilarities of events within 
large cultural movements. It also made his narrative flow 
in a way that describing each country individually could 
not have done. The disadvantage, it seemed, was that as the 
countries developed, their histories became more divergent 
and keeping track each country’s previous social, economic, 
and religious status became quite challenging. 
John Schwaller’s history is fair and dispassionate. He presents 
events and cultural attitudes without editorial comment. His 
narrative does not pass judgment based on today’s values 
and ethics. The hope is always, that by studying history, new 
generations are able to learn from the mistakes and successes 
of previous generations. With that hope in mind, I would 
strongly recommend this history for any academic library, 
but particularly for those whose students prepare to enter 
missionary fields.  
Justified in the Spirit, by Frank D. Macchia. Grand Rapids, 
MI: Eerdmans, 2010. 345 pp. $32.00 9780802837493.
Reviewed by Garrett Trott, Instruction-Reference Librarian, Corban 
University, Salem, OR
Frank Macchia’s Justified in the Spirit offers a “pneumatological, 
Pentecostal-friendly theology of justification by faith that 
is broadly Trinitarian, ecclesiological, and eschatological in 
orientation.” As part of a new multi-volume series entitled 
“Pentecostal Manifestos,” representing a new generation of 
Pentecostal scholarship, it intends to mix rigorous research 
with Pentecostal perspectives. Macchia’s work provides an 
excellent example of this amalgamation.
Justified in the Spirit argues that the Holy Spirit is often 
times neglected in modern theology. Instead of playing an 
active role in justification, the Holy Spirit is often assigned 
a theologically passive role. The believer accepts Christ and 
the Holy Spirit indwells the believer, but most theological 
works do not develop further activity of the Holy Spirit in 
the life of the believer.
Macchia moves on to develop a theology demanding that the 
Holy Spirit plays an active role in all facets of the believer’s 
life. His thesis rests on Jurgen Moltmann’s concept that “all 
the works of God end in the presence of the spirit” (p. 3). 
Macchia, from this statement, argues that there can be no 
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justification apart from the fullness of the spirit. He moves 
on to assist the reader in understanding his terminology, 
beginning with the word “justification.”
Macchia argues that the term justification is often used 
to refer solely to the gift of righteousness. He argues that 
“righteousness” might be easier understood with the term 
“rightwising.” Rightwising is an old English term referring 
to the process that makes an individual righteous. Macchia 
feels that the term rightwising properly focuses on the 
process of righteousness, justification, and not the end 
product of it. He moves on to elaborate how the Holy Spirit 
plays an active role in the rightwising of the believer.
Macchia then moves on to provide some background 
for rightwising by providing a theological overview of 
the various models of justification that have been taught 
by various segments of the church. He then provides a 
theological basis for justification and lastly discusses how 
justification, or rightwising, will be carried out through the 
church in the last days.
Macchia’s book is a notable work. Anyone interested in 
Pentecostal theology would find his work enlightening. 
However, it is intended to be an introductory work to the 
doctrine of justification. For the reader to follow Macchia’s 
arguments, a fair amount of theological background is 
needed. This book is not an introductory text. If an institution 
has background in Pentecostalism, this book would fall well. 
Christian Thought: A Historical Introduction, by Chad 
Meister and James Stump. New York: Routledge, 2010. 540 
pp. $39.95 9780415440073.
Reviewed by Garrett Trott, Instruction-Reference Librarian, Corban 
University, Salem, OR
When considering Christian thought, one often reflects on 
how a Christian should think about various issues. Chad 
Meister and James Stump, faculty at Bethel College, in 
their book, Christian Thought: A Historical Introduction have 
a different idea. In their book, they provide a survey of the 
development of Christian thought in relation to theology.
Three elements of this book stand out. First, the authors have 
endeavored to draw attention to forgotten or suppressed 
voices in church history.  Secondly, Meister and Stump have 
made an effort to weave narrative into discourse by providing 
historical context to their theological dialogue. Third, the 
authors recognize that neither history nor theology is neutral. 
In light of this, they approach their topics with sensitivity to 
various issues to which the reader may adhere.
Meister and Stump’s work impeccably accomplishes these 
three points. They begin by drawing attention to voices that 
are often neglected: the desert mothers; Blandina, an early 
Christian martyr; Catherine of Siena, a Christian mystic in 
the Middle Ages; and Teresa of Avila; just to name a few. 
Their presentations of these theological voices would be 
shallow without context. Throughout the book, the authors 
provide excerpts from primary sources, brief historical 
overviews, definitions of terms and summaries. These voices 
and the context Meister and Stump provide illuminate their 
theological narrative.
Meister and Stump’s attempt to retain neutral in this book is 
commendable. Their comments regarding Meister Eckhart 
is a case in point. Eckhart left two different sets of writing: 
a massive work entitled, Opus Tripartitum, which was never 
completed, and numerous writings, primarily sermons, 
which were devotional and pastoral in nature. Many of his 
writings conveyed a sense of pantheism, thus many consider 
his writings heresy. The authors, however, do not jump to 
this conclusion. They provide a historical context assisting 
the reader in understanding Eckhart’s position. Meister 
and Stump do not attempt to justify Eckhart’s position, 
but empathize with him and point the reader in a similar 
direction.
Christian Thought is an excellent survey of Christian 
historical theology. While it touches a very deep topic, it does 
so in a way that provides brief but meaningful summaries of 
major theologians and their theological positions. This book 
would be useful for any undergraduate college that teaches 
religion or theology.
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